
 
 

 
 

 
 

Dear Readers 
 

Once again, we start with the usual essential news:  This is the free newsletter of the Come 
Home Campaign of AfriForum for all South Africans intending to return to South Africa, in 
process of returning or just back home.  To subscribe or unsubscribe to the newsletter, send 
your comments or make a contribution, contact us at alana@afriforum.co.za .  Mark the 
email “COME HOME SUBSCRIBE”, “COME HOME UNSUBSCRIBE”, or with the topic of 
your choice. 
 
The newsletter is a monthly email publication which is available in either Afrikaans or English.  
New subscribers are always most welcome.  Also bear in mind that although we select our 
advertisers with care, we cannot guarantee or be held responsible for the quality of their 
services or products.  Advertisements are published free of charge.  Please also feel free to 
comment on their service delivery. 
 
 

Welcome to Come Home Newsletter number 42 ... 
and yes – spring has arrived in South Africa at las t!! 

 
Since July this newsletter is being formatted and m ailed by Henk and Kobus of 

Ecomwise.  Thank you so much to them.  We hope it w ill make the delivery of the 
newsletter safer and faster at your end. 

 
FUN 
 
Let us start on a lighter note – do you know what is happening in the rest of the world as I am 
typing here and you are reading there?  Visit www.chippynews.com/worldclock.htm  to find 
out! 
 
EXTREMELY IMPORTANT NEWS: TEMPORARY RESIDENCE PERMI T APPLICATIONS  
 
Many of you would know that South African consulates often recommend that foreign 
nationals should rather enter South Africa as a tourist and once in the country to change the 
visitor’s visa to a temporary residence work/study/business permit.  DO NOT EVEN 
CONSIDER DOING THIS – IT MAY NO LONGER BE AN OPTION!  We discovered 
information in this regard after having been contacted in August by Norwegians who told us 
that they were now stranded in South Africa after following this advice from the consulate in 
Oslo.  Enquiries at Home Affairs yielded no information, but with the ever-efficient help of the 



Department of Trade and Industry and of Mr. Julian Pokroy, lawyer and immigration 
specialist, we finally found the answer.  Julian writes: 
 
Just a short note to follow through that it is indeed correct that the Department of Home 
Affairs issued a Police Directive [Immigration Directive 22 of 2007] which does restrict 
changes of status being done discriminately in South Africa. 
 
This specifically applies in situations where an individual comes into South Africa on a visitors 
permit and does not declare his or her actual intentions for the visit such as application for a 
work permit. 
 
Whilst changes of status are not prohibited in terms of the Act [reference Section 10 (6), the 
Directive suggests that good cause would have to be shown as to why they should be 
considering a change of status from inside the country. 
 
Enquiries in this regard are welcome.  Please take great care when travelling to South Africa 
on a foreign passport to ensure that you do not become stuck here illegally as well. 
 
ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS  
 
This brings us to a sensitive issue.  About two to three times a year someone contacts us 
about a relative stranded somewhere abroad with neither legal documents for the country in 
which he/she is, nor a valid South African passport with which to return to South Africa.  We 
unfortunately cannot help, as a thorough knowledge of the immigration legislation of the 
country in which the person is, is required, as well as sufficient funds.  The best advice is to 
get legal representation in that country and to prepare for a substantial fine.  Remember that 
all countries have the right to arrest illegal immigrants and even to detain them for unspecified 
periods.  No country has any obligation towards an illegal immigrant and the best solution 
therefore is to keep your permits valid at all times and to stick to the requirements of these 
permits. 
 
If you are a South African citizen, your passport must be kept valid at all times and you must 
always use it to enter into and exit from South Africa.  If the passport has expired without an 
application for renewal, or if you travel to South Africa on another country’s passport, you are 
the offender and you cannot expect to be welcomed with open arms at the airport/border.  
Remember as well that Home Affairs is excruciatingly slow and that it is best not to wait to the 
last minute before applying for a new passport.  Let us know if you need the application forms 
and we will mail them to you. 
 
EMPLOYMENT AVAILABLE  
 
André van Wyk of Relay System Technology CC  (tel: 0027-42-2803027, cell: 0027-82-
5536123, email: relay@netactive.co.za ) informed us about the following vacancies: 
 

1. Engineering technicians with Electrical High Voltage Diploma in Port Elizabeth.  
Generator management and high voltage safety experience required. 

2. Secretary/Administration assistant in Tsitsikamma on farm.  Ideal for single lady doing 
distance studies via the Internet.  Computer experience in MS Excell and Outlook.  
Afrikaans and Engels required.  Accommodation available. 

 
All enquiries should be directed at André directly please. 
 
TOP LEVEL POSITION AVAILABLE – URGENT!  
 
Arlene Chazen of Landelahni Business Leaders  writes: 
 
Our client is currently undertaking the largest infrastructure project in South Africa which will 
have massive socio economic impact and is key to the Government’s growth targets over the 
next few years.  They are seeking to appoint a suitably qualified person (preferably an ex 
South African) who has a minimum of 15 years senior management experience, having been 



responsible for the complete lifecycle of complex and multiple infrastructure projects of a 
capital spend of multi-billion US$ projects.  For further information, please contact Arlene 
Chazen at Landelahni Business Leaders on 0027-11-8537600. 
 
EMIGRANTS EN ROUTE TO THE USA 
 
Scott Calvert of the Baltimore Sun’s office in Johannesburg is still looking for a family with 
teenagers who are emigrating to the USA soon.  If you can help, please contact him as soon 
as possible at scottmcalvert@gmail.com . 
 
SHARING A CONTAINER  
 
If you are soon going to ship goods from the vicinity of Toronto, Canada, to the Durban 
harbour, you can share a container with Jannie and Judy Langeveld.  Contact them for more 
information at info@gloryofafrica.com . 
 
NEWS FROM CONGREGATIONS 
 

 
The SA Congregation (“SA Gemeente”) in the UK is an inter-denominal, Christian 
congregation of mainly Afrikaans-speaking South Africans who are currently residing in the 
UK.  Currently there are more than 5 000 Christians in our congregation!  It has several 
service points all over the UK currently managed from four congregations – London, Suidwyk, 
Noordwyk and Middellande-wyk.  If you are presently living in the UK, or intend to settle there, 
you definitely have to visit their website at www.sagemeente.com . 
 
MEDICAL INSURANCE  
 
If you are interested in general information about medical schemes in South Africa, visit the 
following web sites: 
 
www.discoveryworld.co.za  
www.medihelp.co.za  
www.sizwe.co.za  
www.ingwehealth.co.za  
www.fedhealth.co.za  
www.pharos.co.za  
www.momentumhealth.co.za  
www.telemed.co.za  
www.oxygen.co.za  
 
For more specific information, contact Ronell Kruger of Solidarity Health Care via us at 
alana@afriforum.co.za . 
 
PROBLEMS WITH SOUTH AFRICAN DRIVER’S LICENCES  
 
The official expert re legislation in this regard, is Rhoda Pia of the Department of Transport.  
Contact her at 0027-12-6656000.  Information about applications in Gauteng can also be 
directed to Caesar or Matilda at 0027-12-3030835. 
 
PROPERTY NEWS 
 
Read more about property matters at www.realty-1.co.za . 
 
RELOCATION HELP  



 
Contact the following agents for quotes to ship your goods back to South Africa: 
 
�  Doug Wiviott, Rainier Overseas Movers, Inc, doug@rainieros.com ; 
�  Paul McAvoy, George Baker (Shipping) Ltd, (UK Agents for South African Removals), 

paul.mcavoy@georgebakershipping.com  of paul@southafricanremovals.com . 
 
INCOME TAX 
 
Send all enquiries about tax issues to Fanus Jonck at tax@jonck.net . 
 
Many South Africans who live abroad, still own properties in South Africa which they use as a 
form of investment.  Are you sure that there is NO danger of being taxed in both South Africa 
and abroad on the income derived from these properties?  Or that you are claiming back all 
possible percentages of money spent on these properties?  Contact Fanus or a similar cross-
border tax expert to make sure about these issues. 
 
HELP FOR YOUNG READERS OR EVEN AN EMPLOYMENT OPPORT UNITY 
 

 
 



RESEARCH ABOUT SOUTH AFRICAN EMIGRATION  
 
Pieter de Lange is still busy with his research project about South African emigration.  He 
explains: 
 
For some time now, there has been a marked exodus of skilled South Africans, to such an 
extent that it was estimated that in 2000 more than 20% of South Africans with a tertiary 
education were working abroad.  This questionnaire aims to determine what caused South 
Africans to leave in the first place, how they see themselves living abroad, how they perceive 
the “new South Africa” and what their future intentions are.  The objective is to publish a book, 
which will reflect this, so any individual contribution regarding personal experiences or 
particular viewpoints will be welcome.  No ideological agenda or commercial gain is 
connected to this information. 
 
If you are prepared to answer the questionnaire, send an email with the subject 
QUESTIONNAIRE to de_langepieter@hotmail.com . 
 
TRAVELLING ABROAD ...  
 
We recently heard about Expat Explore  (www.expatexplore.com ): 
 
If you’re a South African living in the UK and have considered going on a European tour, you 
have most probably heard of the Expat Group.  This company, offering European tour and 
visa packages, tailored especially for South Africans was founded by Carel Cronjé and long-
time friend Jakes Maritz almost by accident in 2003.  Over the past two years the Expat 
Group has grown into two divisions.  Expat Explore  offers tours of Britain Switzerland, 
Turkey and Egypt.  They will also embark on their first ever two week long European tour, 
covering six countries, later this year.  Expat Ltd . assists clients with visa and immigration 
applications.  Their website even offers help with World Cup Rugby bookings! 
 
MEDITATION 
 
This month our meditation originates from Growing strong in the seasons of life  by Charles 
R. Swindoll (Christian Art Publishers, Singapore, 1997).  Even though it may not be spring 
wherever you are, it can be spring in your heart: 
 

Surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid. 
The Lord, the Lord, is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. 

[Isaiah 12:2] 
 

Is it spring in your life currently?  Maybe you are busy awakening from a deep spiritual 
hibernation, slowly crawling from a dark cave of disappointment and despair.  Do not be afraid 
to try again.  You are invited to believe once more! 
 

Kind regards till we meet again, DV in a month’s time! 
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